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The Advent wreath and its candles have long been a part of Christian tradition in churches and in
homes. As we prepare to celebrate the coming of God in Christ, the Light of the World, we mark
the Sundays and days of Advent with candle-lighting and prayer.

The prayers in this booklet can be used by households of any number. The parts can be read by
one person, divided among persons or said all together by everyone, as desired. Because we are
also praying for our faith community and those we love near and far, we use the plural form for
our prayer, whether we are one, two, three or many.

At 5:00 p.m. each Advent Sunday, the Saint Barnabas Community will pray this booklet together
online. To join the Zoom call, go to the Saint Barnabas website and click on "Faith
at Home."
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The Advent Wreath customarily has three purple candles and one rose color candle. If you want
to continue your candle-lighting practice during the Twelve Days of Christmas, you'll need four
white candles to replace the purple and rose candles, and if desired, a white candle, the "Christ
Candle," to place in the center.

A Word of Caution

Please be mindful of the candle height and the potential for catching the wooden holder or any
greenery on fire. As the Advent days go by, you may need to replace one or more of the candles if
you light them each weeknight and they become dangerously short.

And so we begin . . .

We mark the movement of time across the days of Advent with candles and growing light.
Before the evening meal each day, as winter's early sunset fades into darkness,

the household gathers at table to light the Advent Wreath.

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT and the weekdays following

Candle-lighting
+ O Emmanuel, God with us, come among us as Light;
- And dispel the darkness of our hearts and minds.

The first purple candle is lit.

Silence and stillness.

Short Reading

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light

of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:1-5)

Jesus said, "l am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life." (John 8:12)

Silence and stillness.



Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge the living
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

(Collect for the First Sunday of Advent)

O Christ, shine in our lives;
Make us bearers of light in the darkness.

Conclusion
+ We wait for your coming, Lord.
- Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT and the weekdays following

Candle-lighting
+ O Emmanuel, God with us, come among us as Mercy;
- And set us free from our sins.

The first and then the second purple candle is lit.
Silence and stillness.

Short Reading

Let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for God will abundantly pardon. (Isaiah 55:7)

3



Silence and stillness.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets

to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation:

Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins,

that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer;

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
(Collect for the Second Sunday of Advent)

O Christ, transform our cold hearts;
Fill us with compassion for all living beings.

Conclusion
+ We long for your coming, Lord.
- Thanks be to God.

and the weekdays following
Candle-lighting
+ O Emmanuel, God with us, come among us as Wisdom;
- And lead us in the way of truth.

The first and second purple and the third, rose, candle is lit.

Silence and stillness.



Short Reading

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The Spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.

.. . with righteousness he shall judge the poor and decide with equity

for the meek of the earth. (Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a)

Silence and stillness.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;

and because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace
and mercy speedily help and deliver us; thorough Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory,

now and for ever. Amen. (Collect for the Third Sunday of Advent)

O Christ, give us insight and understanding;
Make us people of justice and peace.

Conclusion
+ We trust in your coming, Lord.
- Thanks be to God.

THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT and the weekdays following

Candle-lighting
+ O Emmanuel, God with us, come among us as Love;
- And teach us to love.

The first, second, and third candle and then the fourth candle is lit.



Silence and stillness.

Short Reading

Jesus said to his disciples,

"I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another.
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,

if you have love for one another." (John 14.34-35)

Silence and stillness.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation,
that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us

a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
(Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Advent)

O Christ, pour your love into our hearts;
That we may love others as you love us.

Conclusion
+ We rejoice in your coming, Lord.
- Thanks be to God.
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To continue your practice during Christmas, replace the Advent candles
with white candles. If there is room, place a white Christ candle in the center.
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Light the four white candles

Candle-lighting
+ 0 Emmanuel, God with us, O Prince of Peace,
- Be born anew in us.

Light the Christ candle if you have one.
Silence and stillness.

Short Reading

Lord, you now have set your servant free,

to go in peace as you have promised;

For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,

Whom you have prepared for all the world to see,

A Light to enlighten the nations,

And the glory of your people Israel. (The Song of Simeon: Luke 2:29-32)

Silence and stillness.
Let us pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and for ever. Amen.

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word:
Grant that this light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

(Collect for the First Sunday after Christmas Day)

7



and/or

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored,

the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him
who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ;

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,

for ever and ever. Amen. (Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas Day)

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of Christ;
May we joyfully welcome him each day as our Redeemer.

Conclusion
+We delight in your presence, Lord.
- Thanks be to God.

and all are welcome!

Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24
Carols at 7:30 p.m., Festival Holy Eucharist with Choir 8:00 p.m.
In person and on Zoom, link on our website: www.saintbarnabaspdx.org
Christmas Day Thursday, December 25
Family friendly Holy Eucharist with carols, 10:00 a.m. in person
Christmas 1 Sunday, December 28 10:00 a.m. Christmas Lessons & Carols
The Feast of the Epiphany Sunday, January 4 (transferred) Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m.

Cover art: Gertrud Mueller Nelson, Clip-Art for Feasts and Seasons, Paulist Press
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