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Dear colleagues in ministry, 
 I am delighted to share with you that St. Barnabas shall be blessed with additional priestly 
ministry. 

The Craig Family—Jennifer, Phillip, Sam, Ella (EllaKathryn), and little baby Lucy—are 
family friends of the Wood-Hulls.  They came to St. Barnabas for the first time on my first Sunday 
with you.  They came as my friends, to show their support and to celebrate my new ministry.   

Impressed by you and embraced by your welcome, the Craigs decided to stay and become 
a part of our community.  Of course, I couldn’t be more pleased!  I am looking forward to seeing 
how their ministries at St. Barnabas unfold in the months and years to come. 

Phillip, a priest of this diocese, is head chaplain of Oregon Episcopal School.  Before mov-
ing to Oregon last year, he served for a decade as chaplain of Episcopal High School in Alexan-
dria, Virginia.   With the vestry’s support, I have asked Phillip to serve as a priest at St. Barnabas.  
His service among us shall be part time and voluntary—that is, he shall serve as much or as little 
time as he wants, and we won’t pay him!   Depending on his desires and the needs of the parish, 
Phillip’s ministry may include some or all of the following:  preaching, assisting at the altar, pre-
siding at liturgies in my absence, teaching classes, and assisting in pastoral care.  I shall encourage 
him—as I encourage each of you—to pursue ministry opportunities that bring him joy and satis-
faction, for I believe that is the usual way the Spirit leads and calls us. 

Phillip is not joining the parish staff, nor shall he have any authority in the parish (except 
the “moral authority” that priests—at least those who have earned it—may have).  Probably it is 
best to think of Phillip as an ordinary parishioner who happens to be ordained.  Just as you bring 
your unique skills and abilities and offer them to God for the good of St. Barnabas’s mission, so 
does Phillip.   

Phillip shall function as a priest at St. Barnabas for the first time on Easter Sunday, March 
23, assisting me at the altar.  Thereafter, on most Sundays Phillip shall sit in the pew with his fam-
ily, but please expect to see him vested and at the altar from time to time.  I am grateful that God 
has sent us a helper in the person of Phillip—just as I am grateful for all of you and your unique 
ministries.  Thanks be to God! 
      Peace and blessings, 
      Fr. L. D. 
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Douglas Eklund  
Brian Houmiel 
Garrett Fedorka 
Scott Egan  
Heidi Meldrum  
Daniel Hyde 
Ben Cameron 
Travis Hobbs,  
Vincent Adams  
Ryan Eggers  
Jacob Epperly 
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Jonathan Mahon                March 1 
Patrick McDougall              March 8 
Frances Sprouse                March 8 
Merricka Ross                    March 10 
Lisa Coelyn   March 12 
Lisa Ann Begley   March 14 
Nanci Egan   March 16 
Mary Rooper   March 16 
Chris Alexander   March 17 
Wayne Cooper   March 19 
Sheila Dougherty   March 25 
Katherine Smith   March 26 
Betty Dauntless   March 27 
Robert Johnson   March 27 
Jaclyn Egan   March 28 
Merrillyn Patton  March 30 
Emily Dencer   March 31 
Remy Olson   March 31 

Here's a list of the most needed/requested foods for Neighborhood House  If you are doing an item in your 
newsletter or bulletin, please include this list 
 1. cold cereal 
 2. sweet peas 
 3. canned fruit (pineapple, mandarin oranges, peaches, pears, etc.) 
 4. powder milk / evaporated milk 
 5. specialty pastas / rice (e.g., Rice-A-Roni, Pasta Roni) 
 6. small juices 
 
 Best Regards, 
 Dan Simchuk 
 4773 SW Seymour Ct, 
 Portland OR 97221-3036 
 Home: 503-293-4158 
 Mobile: 503-804-4647 

Nowels, Guy 
(503) 521-3170 
10880 SW Davies Road, Apt. 3028 
Beaverton, OR 97008 
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An Open Letter to the Diocese of Oregon 
From the Standing Committee 
February 7, 2008 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
   At our annual Diocesan Convention last fall Bishop Itty announced the ending of his Episcopal ministry among 
us and called for the beginning of the transition towards the election of a new Bishop.  No details or timetable 
were presented at Convention and so the last few months have been a time of trying to discern the next steps for 
us all. 
   Faced with this uncertain situation the Standing Committee met On January 16th of this year with Bishop Clay 
Matthews, who is the Bishop in charge of Pastoral Development for the National Church and assigned to our 
Diocese by the Presiding Bishop, Katherine Jefferts-Schori.  Bishop Matthews has met with Bishop Itty privately 
and also with the Standing Committee and Bishop Itty together.  At those meetings the Standing Committee en-
gaged with Bishop Matthews and Bishop Itty in the task of negotiating a grace filled transition.  With Bishop 
Matthew’s guidance, a proposal was presented to Bishop Itty that would allow him to move to Long Island to be 
with his wife and family, where they have resided since Christmas Day, 2007.  The agreement includes the 
Bishop’s full salary and housing allowance for the remainder of 2008, his family health and life insurance as 
well as a generous portion of his travel budget for the remainder of this calendar year.  This will allow Bishop 
Itty to represent the Diocese as the Bishop of Oregon at the Lambeth Conference this summer, and to keep the 
official title of Bishop of Oregon through 2008.  The intent of this paid sabbatical is to provide Bishop Itty with 
undistracted time to discern his next ministry,  and to devote himself to his considerable volunteer commitments 
as President of Church World Services and Vice President of the National Council of Churches.  This proposal 
was made by the Standing Committee with the advice of Bishop Matthews.   After reflection, Bishop Itty agreed 
to this proposal without changes on January 24th.  A joint communication from Bishop Itty and the Standing 
Committee was sent to the leaders of the diocese on January 25th.  In accordance with the Canons of the Church, 
the Bishop will transfer his Ecclesiastical Authority to the Standing Committee of this Diocese on March 23, 
2008. 
 
So, what is next? 
 
The members of Standing Committee have begun meeting or communicating with the Diocesan Finance Com-
mittee, the Board of Trustees, Diocesan Council, the Deans and Presidents of the Convocations and the paid staff 
at the Close to begin the process of discerning our next steps together as a Diocese.  This is the immediate prior-
ity of the Standing Committee. 
 
 Our prayer and hope is that we can work together and support each other through this time of transition.  We 
will make every effort to keep you informed of news and developments as matters evolve and become clearer.  
Thank you very much for taking the time to read this letter.  If you have comments, questions, or concerns, 
please feel free to contact any one of us. 
In Christ’s love, 
The Standing Committee 
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Standing Committee Members 
THE REV. ALCENA BOOZER 
            503-281-5802 (church) 
            503-331-0179 (home) 
            503-544-9773 (cell) 
            120 NE Knott Street 
            Portland, OR  97212 
            alcena1@comcast.net 
            rector@stphildcn.org 

MARY CRAMER (President) 
            503-841-5207 (home) 
            503-939-5785 (cell) 
            1221 SW 10th Avenue #413 
            Portland, OR  97205 
            m.m.cramer@comcast.net 

THE REV. ANNE BARTLETT 
            541-482-2656 (church) 
            541-488-9005 (home) 
            541-301-0301 (cell) 
            467 Holly Street 
            Ashland, OR  97520 
            rector@trinitychurchashland.org 

CHARLES (“CHUCK”) MARTIN 
            503-236-3895 (home) 
            944 SE Sellwood Blvd. 
            Portland, OR  97202 
            chuckmartin1@comcast.net 

THE REV. SHANNON LEACH (VP) 
            503-636-5618 (church) 
            503-635-7433 (home) 
            503-260-5009 (cell) 
            13906 Majestic Court 
            Lake Oswego, OR  97035 
            spleach@ccparish.org 

DAN MARTIN 
            541-345-8404 (work) 
            541-822-3360 (home) 
            541-521-5676 (cell) 
            49180 McKenzie Highway 
            Vida, OR  97488 
            martins@nimrod.us 
            dmartin@ppnw.net 

THE REV. SIMON JUSTICE 
            541-757-6647 (church) 
            541-738-0569 (home) 
            445 NW Elizabeth Drive 
            Corvallis, OR  97330 
            simon.justice@googlemail.com 

SHARON RODGERS (Secretary) 
            541-684-0464 (home) 
            2673 Chad Drive 
            Eugene, OR  97408 
            slrodgers@comcast.net 

FACT SHEET – FEBRUARY 7, 2008 
The Standing Committee met at its regular meeting on February 7, 2008 at St. Paul, Salem.  We hope this fact 
sheet answers questions you may have. 
What is Standing Committee? 
 Standing Committee is the council of advice to the Bishop. There are eight members on the committee, with one 
clergy member and one lay member elected at each Diocesan Convention for a term of four years.   According to 
the Canons of the church, it becomes the Ecclesiastical Authority in a diocese when a bishop leaves. 
What Episcopal ministry will be offered after Bishop Itty leaves? 
 Standing Committee will be working for the continuation of Episcopal ministries (confirmations, ordinations, 
installations).  A team of retired bishops have offered their help.  The Deans will continue to assist in the cele-
bration of these occasions. 
What happens after Bishop Itty leaves? 
 Standing Committee wants us to have some time and space to have unhurried conversations about our Diocese 
and our future together.   Therefore, we are proposing that we appoint an assisting (interim) bishop.  We are 
working with the office of Pastoral Development of the National Church on this matter. 
What is the status of the current Diocesan staff? 
The ministries of the Diocesan staff are valued and appreciated.  We are searching for a mutually agreeable date 
for a meeting with the staff. 
How can we celebrate the ministry of Bishop Itty? 
Standing Committee regrets that Bishop Itty feels that time does not allow for regional celebrations.  We are 
asking the Deans to help us create opportunities to say goodbye. 
Standing Committee will continue to communicate with you on a regular basis.  Please include the Bishop, his 
family, and the Diocesan leadership in your daily prayers 
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Calendar 
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Vernonia Thank you 
letter 
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TIME VALUE 

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, Mission Statement:  A community of believers serving 
Christ by welcoming the diversity of all God’s Creation, creating a sanctuary of peace and love 
for the spiritual and personal growth of all who seek the Lord. 
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